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Suggestion on setting up

the Commission Against Corruptionin the Macao SAR
(Summary)

MACAU DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY RESEARCH CENTRE

3rd August 1998

Article 59 of the ¢ Basic Law) provides that "A Commission against Corruption shall be established
in the Macao Special Administrative Region. It shall function independently and its Commissioner
shall be accountable to the Chief Executive." As of now, Macao has a similar institution called "ALTO
COMISSARIADO CONTRA A CORRUPCAO E A ILEGALIDADE ADMINISTRATIVA", whose name
and nature does not coincide with what the Basic Law provides for. It's effectiveness is rather limited
because of its terms of reference, organizational structure and the limitation on staff and on many other
aspects, a status that will not be suitable for the social needs of the community after the establishment
of the Macao SAR. Therefore, it has now become a focus of concern as to how to transform this "ALTO
COMISSARIADO CONTRA A CORRUPCAO" into the Commission against Corruption, and how to
establish its authority and credibility.

We are of the opinion that the establishment of the Commission against Corruption in the Macao
SAR may be achieved through a process of phase transformation. The foremost consideration is to
ensure, under the prerequisite of complying to the ( Basic Law ), a smooth transition from the Anti-
embezzlement Commission to the Commission against Corruption, with minimal, or if possible, no
reformation in the process, so that the institution will be able to remain in consistent operation, and ;be
able to establish its initial authority and credibility. However, the ultimate goal and orientation of the
reform of Macao's institution of anti-corruption should be the promotion of a step-by-step reform, on
the basis of Macao's history and reality, havirig due reference to the successful experience of Hong
Kong in this regard, so as to establish an Commission against Corruption with the characteristics of

Macao, which will be effective in anti-corruption and rectifying administrative law-breaking.
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